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The mission of VDH is to 

protect and promote the health 

of ALL people in Virginia



VDH Includes 35 Local Health Districts



Adopted: Fall 1994, Source: Public Health Functions Steering Committee , including the 

American Public Health Association and the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials
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VDH Serves the Public Across The Life Span of Virginians

(Data for 2013)  
Oversight  of 

Healthcare 

Facilities = 5,764Vital Records 

Issued =334,067

Deaths 

Investigated = 

5,811

Screened For 

Infectious Disease 

= 90,322 

Unique Clients 

Served  Through 

WIC  =339,727 39,681

Restaurant 

Inspections

Newborns 

Screened 

= 101,412

Avg. Served By 

Summer Food Service 

Daily = 57,000

Screened for 

Lead Poisoning 

= 98,000

Elderly Screened for 

Nursing Home 

Admission = 10,681

Vaccines 

Administered = 

395,083 

Home Visits 

Conducted = 

17,960

Served By Family 

Planning Services 

= 79,416 



VDH Collaboration with PDCs

• New River Health District/New River Valley 
Regional Commission

– Livability Initiative

• VDH/Richmond Regional Planning District 
Commission

– Walkability Action Institute
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VIRGINIA’S PLAN FOR WELL BEING: 
AN APPROACH TO DESIGNING 

HEALTH
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78.8 

years

old



Source: http://ucatlas.ucsc.edu/health.php

Year - 2000



County Health Rankings from Robert Wood Johnson





CDC Community Health 

Improvement Navigator

http://wwwn.cdc.gov/chidatabase




Virginia’s Plan:

Data and Process

14



0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

25.0%

Leading Cause of Death In Virginia 
By Percentage of All Deaths 2013

Data Source 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/dvs/LCWK9_2013.pdf 



Data 

Source:

National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) Vital Statistics 

System



VA Years of Potential Life Lost (YPLL)

VA YPLL Source: VDH Division of Health Statistics. Frequency: Annual.  Level: State, Regional, Local 17



Colorectal Cancer – Localized Stage Map, VA 2012 

VA Colorectal Cancer Stage Source: VCR. Frequency: Annual. Level: State, Regional, Local 18





Prevalence, Number of Deaths, and 

Hospitalization Costs of Chronic Diseases, 2013

Data Sources: Vital Statistics (2013), Behavior Risk Factor Surveillance System (2013), CDC Cost Calculator (2013)
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Current Smoking Rates by Health District - 2014

2014 Virginia Behavior Risk Factor Surveillance System. Annually. Health District. 21



Injury Hospitalization Rates by Age 

Group: Virginia, 2013

Source: VHI; data reported quarterly and available at the state, regional, district, locality and zip 

code level.
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Health Impact Assessment (HIA)

A systematic process that uses an array of data sources 
and analytic methods and considers input from 

stakeholders to determine the potential effects of a 
proposed policy, plan, program, or project on the health of 
a population and the distribution of those effects within the 
population. HIA provides recommendations on monitoring 

and managing those effects. 

National Research Council, Improving Health in the United States: The Role of Health 
Impact Assessment, 2011. 



HIA Answers the Question...

“How would this new 

development/project  affect 

people’s health?”



Virginia HIA Examples

– Proposed poultry litter-to-energy facility in 
the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.

– Building a new transit center along 
Richmond Highway Corridor in Northern 
Virginia

http://societyhealth.vcu.edu/work/the-projects/health-impact-assessment-poultry-litter-to-energy-facility-in-the-shenandoah-va.html
http://www.naccho.org/topics/environmental/health-impact-assessment/project-locations/va.cfm


Resources about HIA

Many examples of HIA are available on:

• www.who.int/hia

• www.cdc.gov/healthyplaces/hia.htm

• http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/OMHHE/healthe
quity/hia/index.htm

These sites also provides information:
About HIA
Tools and methods to do HIA
How HIA contributes to policy making
The evidence used in HIA
HIA related links and networks. 

http://www.who.int/hia
http://www.cdc.gov/healthyplaces/hia.htm
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/OMHHE/healthequity/hia/index.htm


Healthiest State in the Nation

Let us work together to build and 
implement the “Plan for Well-Being” for 
Virginia.  

•Follow the Commissioner on Twitter 
@VDHCommissioner


